
 
O F F I C E  O F  C U R R I C U L U M  &  I N S T R U C T I O N ,  S O U T H  W I N D S O R  P U B L I C  S C H O O L S  

Here we are, well into another school year! Last year was perhaps one of the most challenging we have faced in history 
with regard to multiple new initiatives: implementing new units of study aligned to the Common Core State Standards; a 
new educator evaluation model with its new management system; and new student assessments. With the 2013-2014 
school year behind us, I hope that we all are feeling better equipped to manage these new expectations while keeping 
our main charge at the forefront: our students. 

This school year will be a time for us to refine the work that has begun regarding all of the new initiatives, while taking 
advantage of some new resources and supports that are now available to us. The summer months provided time for many 
teachers to work on enhancing units of study, developing new and revised courses, and pursuing their personal profession-
al learning. (South Windsor had one of the largest groups of teachers in attendance at this summer’s LearnZillion Teach-
Fest.) The work has continued into the new school year with the help of curriculum committees, grade level/department 
teams, and PLCs. A key focus for this year will be taking a closer look at effective assessment practices to ensure that our 
new curriculum is leading our students toward mastery of the Core Standards. We also anticipate state decisions regard-
ing the adoption of new science and social studies standards. 

The new expectations for professional learning require that professional development be embedded in the daily work of 
educators and that it supports an individual teacher’s accomplishment of his/her goals and practice focus areas. This year 
we have several new resources to support teachers in their continued personal professional growth: 
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BloomBoard Marketplace is a repository that offers hundreds 
of books, videos and other research documents to enhance 
professional learning and assist in the development of person-
al goals. Each certified staff member has a $75 credit in the 
marketplace which can be used at his/her discretion. 

The Smarter Balanced Digital Library represents an online 
collection of instructional and professional learning resources 
contributed by educators, for educators.  These resources are 
designed to help educators integrate instruction with the Com-
mon Core, as well as to help implement the formative assess-
ment process to improve teaching and learning.  

The Connecticut Core Standards website offers information 
and materials for both educators and parents regarding the 
implementation of the Common Core. The “Teacher Materials” 
section includes units, lessons, assessments and other resources, 
for all content areas. 

Dedicated time for individualized professional learning has 
been built into the November 4 and April 2 Professional Devel-
opment days.  

Grant Funds for Individual Projects. The PDEC recently recom-
mended the allocation of monies within the Title II grant which 
supports professional growth and learning. This opportunity will 
allow teachers to direct their own learning by requesting funds 
to support a project of their choosing. “Project” can include the 
purchase of online resources, attendance at a local seminar, 
ordering books for a teacher book club, etc. The initiative ex-
tends throughout the school year, not just Nov. 4 and April 2. 
See your building principal for details.  

It is my hope that these resources will support our teachers in ways that meets their needs.  

Have a wonderful and successful school year! 

www.corestandards.org 

https://
www.smarterbalancedlibrary.org 

www.bloomboard.com 



South Windsor’s teachers are always in-
volved in numerous and varied literacy-
related professional development activi-
ties, both in and out of the district.  

During our early release PD this fall, dis-
trict-wide grade level teams are gather-
ing to analyze student work, consider text 
complexity and close reading planning, 
and experiment with tools for generating 
and analyzing written response to text, 
among other activities. The focus of our 
secondary level PD is also on close read-
ing, incorporating some new strategies 
and generating meaningful text-
dependent responses.  

The teachers at TE continue to hone their 
co-teaching practices with the support of 
one another and a consultant from CREC. 
And the reading interventionists at all 
levels are engaged in research and col-
laborative conversations about strategic 
reading instruction, best practices and 
next steps to make our work increasingly 
effective in meeting the literacy needs of 
our students. 

Two of our teachers, Jennifer Hammer 
(Grade 3, Pleasant Valley) and Melissa 
Potamianos (Grade 2, Orchard Hill) are 

part of CT’s Dream Team. Jennifer’s focus 
is specifically on literacy. As part of this 
team, they helped to facilitate last sum-
mer’s TeachFest Connecticut: Summer 
Academy. This state-wide event brought 
teachers together to engage in instruc-
tional design for mathematics and litera-
cy, the latter including text complexity 
and analysis and the development of 
instructionally relevant text-dependent 
questions. Some of South Windsor Public 
School participants included (and there 
may be others out there!): 

 Kim Gott (PRS) 

 Sue Klosowski (PRS)  

 Dianne Nelson (PV) 

 Caron Carpenter (PV) 

 Luke Nowakowski (PV) 

 Carolyn Didden (PV) 

 Sarah Dorsey (PV) 

 Jacquie Childree (ET) 

 Pam Desmarais (ET) 

 Katy Parkin (ET) 

 Erica Augustyn (ET) 

 Lee Donofrio (OH) 

 Dawn Campbell (OH) 

 Karyn Kruzick (OH) 

 Tori Basso (OH) 

Danielle Pieratti, 11th grade English at 
SWHS, has been named the new Writing 
Programs Leader for the Connecticut 
Writing Project,. In this role she will be 
facilitating monthly writing groups for 
teacher/writers at UConn.  

Last spring, the Teaching Channel was at 
South Windsor High School filming in Da-
vid Olio’s 12th grade English classroom. 
The corresponding videos in his classroom, 
which show students engaged in collabo-
rative close reading and analysis of text 
and critiquing one another’s writing about 
text using a protocol, were created in 
partnership with the NEA and can be 
viewed on the Teaching Channel’s web-
site. Additionally, there are wonderful 
videos of David’s collaborative conversa-
tions with his 12th grade teammate and 
fellow high school English teacher Barba-
ra Laurain, during which they focus on the 
analysis of student work and how the 
Common Core has affected planning and 
instruction.   
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significant gains at both the goal and 
proficient levels (79.4% and 95.2%, re-
spectively). Our science curriculum is fully 
aligned with Connecticut State Science 
Frameworks, on which the CMT and CAPT 
are based. 

As we celebrate these accomplishments 
and this alignment, science teachers con-
tinue to wait for the State Department of 
Education to make decisions regarding 
the adoption of the Next Generation Sci-
ence Standards (NGSS) and future testing 
of science in Connecticut.  In addition to 
Life, Physical and Earth Science strands, 
the NGSS contain an engineering strand. 
While we await this approval, we contin-

ue to look for ways to offer additional 
STEM opportunities at all levels.   

Science Olympiad Teams are off to a 
good start at the middle and high school 
levels. The Environmental Club has started 
up again at the high school as well. Last 
spring a team competed in the Envirothon, 
which is a state competition in which stu-
dents compete in five subjects: forestry, 
wildlife, soils, aquatics, and a current 
event topic. Last May our Envirothon team 
placed 7th out of 54 teams! Congratula-
tions to the Envirothon team and their ad-
visor, Danel Eitel. 

 

In September 
there was a 
Spotlight on 
Science as the 
Board of Educa-
tion was pre-

sented with the results of the Science CMT 
and CAPT assessments administered in 
March 2014. Positive results were shared 
as 80.4% of grade 5 students scored at 
goal, and 95.3% of grade 5 students 
scored proficient or above. At the middle 
school level, 81% of grade 8 students 
scored at goal or above, with 91% of 
grade 8 students scoring proficient or 
above. At the high school, the Science 
CAPT scores were the highest ever, with 

Literacy Hayley Zinn Rowthorn, Director 

S.T.E.M. Sheryl Mortensen, Director 



nities (PLCs) have worked diligently to 
create primary and secondary source 
readings that call upon students to use 
Social Studies skills. To further their ex-
pertise in this area, several teachers will 
be attending the National Council for the 
Social Studies Conference in Boston in 
November. 

All high school students voted in the mid-
term mock election in conjunction with the 
registrars of voters on October 20. This 
activity enabled students to engage in a 
civic duty and practice voting before the 
age of 18. Students at the high school are 
also invested in the Model United Nations 
club, which continues to field one of the 
largest teams in the state, approximately 
95 students. Students will be traveling to 
meet with their delegations in a trip to the 

United Nations in late October. Students 
from South Windsor have also become 
leaders in the World Affairs Council 
Model U.N., serving as officers for the 
simulation which includes nearly 800 stu-
dents. A select group will also be partici-
pating in the Harvard Model United Na-
tions simulation in late January. 

Fall marks the season for students in 3rd 
grade classes to take part in the Native 
Americans field trip at Wood Memorial 
Library. Students learned about life of 
the Podunks and benefited from knowl-
edgeable presenters and helpful parent 
and community volunteers. This has been 
an excellent program for many years 
and continues to get stronger. 

 

Over the summer, the 
state released a new 
position statement 
about the importance 
of Social Studies edu-
cation and the need to 

include inquiry-based tasks for all stu-
dents. In South Windsor, the Elementary 
Social Studies Committee looked at new 
state draft standards and worked to ex-
amine instructional shifts relative to in-
quiry and the C3 document. Early release 
days have allowed for grade level meet-
ings to focus on Social Studies changes 
and to prepare for the implementation of 
these standards after the vote is held this 
fall. Teachers at the middle and high 
school have been working on student-
centered inquiry based lessons and as-
sessments. Professional Learning Commu-

Our high school English Learner program 
has incorporated the Hampton Brown 
Edge textbook series into the ESOL course 
curricula.  This cutting edge series, written 
in conjunction with National Geographic, 
focuses on the skills of reading, writing, 
speaking and listening. Nicole Papa, EL 
teacher/coordinator, and Karen Stoj, 
World Language and EL curriculum spe-
cialist presented an Introduction to the 
English Learner program in South Windsor 
on October 1 to over 20 elementary 

teachers during the early release profes-
sional development time. The program 
highlighted diversity among students in 
our schools and explained the features of 
the English Learner program at the ele-
mentary level.   

World Language teacher goals this year 
continue to focus on communication.  Spe-
cifically focusing on syntax in the lower 
levels and progressing towards speaking 
at the high school.  In order to track stu-

dent growth, teachers will be creating 
benchmarks and assessments throughout 
the year.  Additionally this year, a new 
set of standards will be upon us entitled: 
World Readiness Standards for Lan-
guage Learning.  Transitioning towards 
the new standards will be an exciting 
time as they mimic closely our district vi-
sion of the 21st Century learner.   

Page 3 

The Elementary 
Enrichment Pro-
gram is off to a 
great start with 
Pam Roberts at 
the helm as she 

visits each school one day per week.  Eli 
Terry grade 5 students involved in the 
program will be presenting their inde-
pendent projects next month.  All grade 5 
teachers are receiving training in the new 
CCSSM curriculum and the use of our pri-
mary resources. 

Competition is in the air. Timothy Edwards 
Middle School will once again be running 
MathCounts by coaches Bill Denker and 
Beth Goldman. They hold weekly practic-
es and will travel to the University of 
Hartford for the Regional Competition 
and hopefully advance to the State Com-
petition. South Windsor High School has 
reinstated their membership in the Capitol 
Area Mathematics League (CAML).  They 
have bimonthly practice sessions and will 
be competing 6 times (Bristol Eastern HS, 

Newington HS, Avon HS, Rockville HS, 
Southington HS and Suffield HS). Coach 
Brindisi hopes to see the team progress to 
the State, Regional, and American Re-
gions Competitions. 

 

Mathematics 

Social Studies Gregory Frank, K-12 Curriculum Specialist 

World Languages/English Learners Karen Stoj, K-12 Curriculum Specialist 

Sharon Keegan, K-12 Curriculum Specialist 



Art teachers are busy working on convert-
ing performance pieces into baseline da-
ta trends through the use of pre- and 
post- instructional assessments in order to 
better evaluate student growth throughout 
the department. This data will be used to 
refine instruction as well as align future 
SLOs to targeted areas for student 
growth. On a more informational note, 
this year marks the 10th year of Excel in 
Art, a collaboration between the Art de-

partment and the Program for Gifted 
and Talented Students for South Windsor 
Schools. The Excel in Art program reaches 
out to talented 5th and 6th grade students 
in the form of a 6-week Saturday morn-
ing studio enrichment experience at TEMS. 
This program’s intent is to expose students 
to arts instruction above and beyond 
what they encounter in the general curric-
ulum. 

 

Finally, the Art department is proud to 
share the accomplishments of one of our 
newest members. Ms. Laura Mazzarella, 
our new 8th grade teacher, was chosen to 
be a presenter at this year’s Connecticut 
Art Education Association’s Annual Fall 
Conference. Ms. Mazzarella will do a 
presentation on book art, using old/ un-
wanted books and book pages to create 
sculptural scenes within books in a shad-
owbox form.  
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from each of our five elementary. To top 
it all off, the event will also feature a 
World Premier composition by popular 
choral composer Jim Papoulis and it will 
be conducted by Mr. Papoulis himself! 

New York City-based Jim Papoulis com-
poses, orchestrates, and conducts music 
for dance, film, ensembles, and choirs. His 
compositions are known for exploring new 
modes of musical communication by hon-

oring and connecting classical and tradi-
tional forms with non-Western sounds. 
Jim's distinct and ever-evolving approach 
unites classical with contemporary sounds, 
world rhythms, R&B, and voices, while 
combining live instruments with current 
composing and recording technology. We 
are honored to have an original work 
from Mr. Papoulis and hope you can all 
join us in March for this special event. 

The South Windsor Public Schools Choral 
Music Department is thrilled to announce 
the upcoming All Town Choir Festival on 
March 11 and 12, 2015. The event will 
be held at South Windsor High School, 
and feature Choral Spectrum, Treble 
Choir, and Spectrum Band from the high 
school; the Timothy Edwards show choir, 
Spotlight; and, for the first time ever, the 
All Town Elementary Choir with students 

Visual Arts Nicholas Canova, Curriculum Coordinator 

Music Jo-Ann Thomas, Curriculum Coordinator 

performances that require organization 
of movement to express a variety of ide-
as, concepts and emotions. Providing stu-
dents with a dance/movement experience 
will foster a social environment that re-
quires respect, cooperation and appreci-
ation for the individual. Dance education 
will allow our students to demonstrate 
“critical and creative thinking” and will 
“foster students’ academic, social and 
personal growth,” as stated in the dis-
trict’s vision statement. It will also address 

and focus on the following standards from 
the National Dance Education Organiza-
tion: 

Performing: Execute original or existing 
artistic dance movement or works of art 
using elements and skills of dance. 

Creating: Express ideas, experiences, 
feelings and images in original and artis-
tic choreography. 

Responding: Demonstrate critical and an-
alytical thinking skills in the artistic re-
sponse to dance. 

Movement has long been described as a 
critical element that is essential to improv-
ing the quality of life. Beginning this year,  
SWHS introduced a new Dance class  
which provides the opportunity for stu-
dents to explore, create and express 
themselves through dance and movement. 
Through dance education, students will 
perform pieces that are created and 
driven by historical, social and cultural 
dance styles. Students will be challenged 
through creative expression to construct 

The South Windsor elementary physical 
education staff was recognized in the 
September/October edition of the 
League of American Bicyclists magazine.  
As part of the 4th grade PE curriculum, 
students are all instructed in bike safety 
and riding technique. The program runs 

for three days at each elementary school 
and culminates with a ride through the 
surrounding neighborhood.   

Students at Timothy Edwards Middle 
School are currently undergoing training 
in the American Heart Association’s First 
Aid and CPR course. 7th grade students 

take part in the first aid training, while 8th 
grade students take part in CPR and AED 
training. Students will have an opportunity 
to receive their AHA certification card 
upon successful completion of their practi-
cum and exam.   

 

Physical Education/Health 

Physical Education Dave Sytulek, Director 

Travis Edwards, Curriculum Coordinator 



Beginning with the 2014-2015 school 
year and with the appointment of a 
School Counseling Curriculum Specialist, 
the TE and the SWHS school counseling 
departments have become one unified 
and sequential program.  All eleven coun-
selors will be working together to review 
our curriculum, programs and services with 
the goal of identifying the strengths as 
well as potential gaps/overlaps of our 
program components.  

Naviance, the school counseling software 
program that collects, stores, and facili-
tates many of the grade 6-12 school 
counseling activities, is now available to 
and being utilized by all students in 
grades 6-12.  This software program 

allows the school counseling curriculum 
components to be delivered in various 
settings and grade levels. Students will be 
contributing valuable information to their 
Naviance portfolios at each grade level. 
Individual student Naviance accounts will 
allow students, counselors, and parents to 
track and share information concerning 
academic, career, and personal/social 
growth.  Counselors will work together to 
make sure that all of the curriculum expe-
riences are developmentally appropriate 
and sequential.   

Parent programs are also an important 
part of the school counseling curriculum 
and are currently offered to families in 
all grade levels 6-12. Counselors have 

begun to utilize a common assessment that 
will measure the effectiveness of these 
parent programs.   

As school counselors review and revise the 
School Counseling Curriculum during the 
2014-2015 school year, goal setting and 
Student Success Planning will also remain 
important components of the school coun-
seling programming.  The combined 
strength and resources of the TE and 
SWHS counselors is sure to deliver pro-
gramming for students and families that 
will serve their needs even better than 
before!    
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School Counseling Donna Shea, Curriculum Specialist  



Donna Shea has been named the new Curricu-
lum Specialist for School Counseling, responsi-
ble for the integrated counseling program for 
grades 6—12. Donna joined South Windsor 
Public Schools in January 2010. 

South Windsor Public Schools  1737 Main Street  South Windsor, CT 06074  
Phone: (860) 291-1210  Fax: (860) 291-1291  Website: www.southwindsorschools.org  

Welcome New Curriculum Leaders! 

VISION STATEMENT 
South Windsor Public Schools promotes an engaging and dynamic culture of learning  

that prepares students to achieve their own individual excellence.  
Within an emotionally safe environment, educators will foster students’ academic, social and personal growth.  

Our students will demonstrate critical and creative thinking, self-direction, collaboration, adaptability,  
compassion and civic responsibility in an ever-changing global society.  

Literacy 

Hayley Zinn Rowthorn 
hzinnrowthorn@swindsor.k12.ct.us 

 

Mathematics 

Sharon Keegan 
skeegan@swindsor.k12.ct.us 

 

Social Studies 

Gregory Frank 
gfrank@swindsor.k12.ct.us 

 

S.T.E.M. 

Sheryl Mortensen 
smortensen@swindsor.k12.ct.us 

 

World Languages/English Learners 

Karen Stoj 
kstoj@swindsor.k12.ct.us 

Health, Physical Education & Athletics 

David Sytulek, Director K-12  
dsytulek@swindsor.k12.ct.us 

 

Travis Edwards, Curr. Coordinator K-8 
tedwards@swindsor.k12.ct.us 

 

 

Technology 

Allan Mothersele 
amothersele@swindsor.k12.ct.us 

 

Music 

Jo-Ann Thomas 
jthomas@swindsor.k12.ct.us 

 

Visual Arts 

Nicholas Canova 
ncanova@swindsor.k12.ct.us 

School Counseling - 6-12 

Donna Shea 
dshea@swindsor.k12.ct.us 

 

Special Education - Elementary 

Jessica Kuckel 
jkuckel@swindsor.k12.ct.us 

 

Special Education - Secondary 

Maureen Pearson 
mpearson@swindsor.k12.ct.us 

 

South Windsor Public Schools Curriculum Leaders 

Nick Canova is the Curriculum Coordinator for 
the K—12 Visual Arts program. Nick has been 
an art teacher at Timothy Edwards for the 
past 18 years.  

Jessica Kuckel is the new Special Education 
Supervisor for PK-5. In addition to K-5 special 
education, her responsibilities also include the 
Pre-School Outreach Program at Eli Terry Ele-
mentary.  

Dave Sytulek is the new Director of Athletics, 
Physical Education and Health for South 
Windsor Public Schools. He brings with him a 
wealth of experience from his 18 year tenure 
at Middletown High School where he served 
as both a P.E./Health teacher and boys’ bas-
ketball coach.  

Dates to Remember: 
PD Days for Teachers: 
November 4 

 April 2 
Elementary Conferences: 
November 19, December 3, 10, 17 
Middle School Conferences (Grade 6):  
November 11, 13, 14 

Travis Edwards is the Physical Education and 
Health Education curriculum coordinator for 
grades K—8, supporting elementary and 
middle school. Travis is also the athletic direc-
tor at Timothy Edwards. This is Travis’s 11th 
year in South Windsor.  


